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about Julian the Apostate and his time ; but the actual
composition of the work did not begin until he settled
in Germany. It went through many changes, before,
in October 1873, it appeared as a drama in two parts.
Thus we might say that Emperor and Galilean was the
labour of not far short often years of the poet's life.
On none of his works did Ibsen expend so much
pains as on this ; and in none had he himself so much
faith ; it was to be his masterpiece. " This book ",
he wrote in July 1871, " will be my chief work; it
occupies all my thought and all my time. That
positive conception of the world which my critics
have so long demanded of me, they will find here/'1
But can we resist the conclusion that it is his only
failure, his least living drama ? The reasons for this
failure are not obscure to us to-day. First, there was
the initial difficulty of the theme. To crowd a great
world-happening, such as the conflict of the new
Christianity with the old heathendom, into two dramas,
was in itself an almost insurmountable task. Hebbel,
it is true, had let his dramas play against the spacious
background of such grandiose conflicts; but HebbePs
metaphysical mind was able to avoid the concrete
detail in which Ibsen lost himself. Still, we have in
'Emperor and Galilean the first point of contact between
the two greatest dramatists of their age, Hebbel and
Ibsen; and it was not, as we shall see, to be the last*
The more Ibsen read about Julian the Apostate and
his time, the more details he felt compelled to crowd
into his pages ; so that often the poet is ousted by the
historian, the speech of poetry by the speech of prose.
And the drama is written in prose, not, like "Brand and
'Peer Gynt, in verse. There is too much historical
realism in Emperor and Galilean. Another dis-
advantage was the length of time for which the theme
had engaged the poet's attention. Had he completed
it, as he once hoped to do, in 1865, it would assuredly
have been more closely knit and consistent; for
1 Letter to Frederik Hegel, July I2th, 1871.     Breve, ed, at., I, p. 231.

